
How to install Quartus II on your Mac 
 
There are three ways to access Quartus on a Mac, I will explain the benefits of each and provide 
resources to install the different methods. They are organized from easiest to hardest to install, however if 
you are planning to continue in the embedded concentration I highly recommend method 3: Boot Camp 
(but be forewarned that this method will take the most time to set up, so start early).  
 
Method 1: Remote Desktop 
All EE students have access to the UW Remote Desktop which runs Windows and already has Quartus II 
installed. Instructions for accessing the remote desktop can be found here: 
https://vannevar.ece.uw.edu/computing/faq/labs/remote_computing.html  
You will need to download the Microsoft Remote Desktop 10 app from the App Store, but nothing else. 
However, using this method can lead to slow run-times for Quartus and you need to have an active 
internet connection to use it.  
 
Method 2: Virtual Machine (VM) 
Using a VM you can run Windows on your Mac OS much like the remote desktop but without the need for 
an active internet connection. You will need to install VMware Fusion from the UW free software page 
here: 
https://e5.onthehub.com/webstore/productsbymajorversionlist.aspx?ws=a4fce2bc-ac2d-de11-a497-00304
85a8df0&vsro=8&jsenabled=1  
And after that you need to download a Windows image for VMware to run. This can be downloaded for 
free from Microsoft here (however it is a trial and expires after 2 months): 
https://developer.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/downloads/virtual-machines 
I have not been able to find another Windows VM download that does not expire, but if you can find 
another source to download the VM or only want it for this term it is an okay option.  
 
Method 3: Boot Camp 
This is my favorite option of the three. It provides the most operating power to Quartus because Windows 
will be the only OS running on your computer, and it makes it easy to install future Windows products on 
your Mac. However, you will need to partition your hard drive for this option, so you must have enough 
space. You also will have to restart your computer every time you want to switch between your Mac OS 
and Windows.  All Macs have Boot Camp already installed and you can follow this tutorial to setup 
Windows: https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT201468  
***Note: If you are downloading a Windows image from Microsoft’s website (which is free) make sure to 
download the “Windows 10 April 2018 Update” version, or older. The newest downloads have a file that is 
too large for Boot Camp to handle and will fail. 
**Note: The image you download and install with Boot Camp may be missing important drivers. When I 
used the “Windows 10 April 2018 Update” image it was missing a driver to “wake up” my computer from 
sleep mode. Make sure after you install Windows you update all your drivers, here is a tutorial: 
https://www.windowscentral.com/how-properly-update-device-drivers-windows-10  
**Note: I highly recommend going to the Computer Vet in Odegaard if you run into problems, they are 
very good with Boot Camp.  

Note: Method 1 no longer recommended. Remoting in will allow you to use the software, but the 
server  lacks port forwarding so you will not be able to program your board. 
Your best option is Method 3.
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